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‘ SALMON & TROUT ASSOCIATION ‘
EAST SUSSEX BRANCH
Monthly Newsletter: June 2010

Hi Everyone,
What an exciting and busy period it has been since the last newsletter.

During this past month, since the last issue of the newsletter, | have been back down at
Avington Trout Fishery guiding at several different corporate events. | am rapidly becon
ing very spoilt with the terrific fishing this fabulous venue has to offer. The picture on thgs
right shows one of the biggest Rainbows | personally have seen come out of Avingtoih
weighed in at a massive 17Ib 140z...... And gave a very good account of itself.......

Sadly | have to report witnessing a horrific accident which hopefully will serve as a time|
reminder to us all. A male angler, having played a very nice fish to with
| one or two rod lengths of the net, was struck in the eye by his own fly.|

x1 01 A OAAI OEAO OEA EEOE OOEOAx& AT Ah
face at Mach 1, he threw his head back and the fly traversed up and ung=
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about the incident), the hook did not penetrate his eye. The injuries were a small rupture to his
eyeball resulting in a minor bleed, and a bruised retina from which he should recover 100%
aL Ll without surgery. HE WAS VERY LUCKY

Please, if you are tempted to , or observe anyone else, fishing without glass@8/’77 | have since learned that

a weighted fly, typically travelling at between 600 & 700 mph when casting, can easily implode an eyeball. You
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Alan Purnell & | spent a day exhibiting fly fishing at the Sussex Angling Show on behalf <f

the EA. What a major missed opportunity this is to all game anglers. The show was 99 M\

course orientated, with plenty of space and excellent indoor facilities to represent gam A w
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We ran one mature course at our syndicate waters, where Alan & | matched the partici-

pants 1:1. We have really struggled to convert the 80 expressions of interest during the
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£10 for juniors and £15 for adults). Perhaps we need to revisit our advertising and marketing strategies. We

have gained a similar number of leads from the South of England Show this year and will be striving to convert

these to participants during the coming months.

| spent another stunning day at Weirwood with Alan. This time it was
blazing hot and sunny day. We cast off about 09.30 and by 10.00 Alan f
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14.05 when | had my first touch.... and by 14.15 | had my only two fish .
the day in the boat. | really struggled, but in the end, | found that a lar
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Hs’;‘i;/mf:g“’;"r":'zn We both lost several fish, (but | think Alan still ended up with a bo™
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4 pounder disappearing under the boat to get wrapped in the drogue. The amazing thing about weirRwood
the fish at this fishery is that within days (or even possibly hours) the fish are taking naturals ARAADA?
and the fishery has very prolific insect life.

| visited Cinders one Friday evening about two/three weeks ago and was lucky enough to meet
up with Mike Webber and Ron Staplehurst on the bottom (McArthurs) lake. Mike had been
having stunning fun buzzer fishing just suksurface from the dam end and devoted a lot of his
fishing time helping and advising a new member on the bank. This type of camaraderie is what
game angling is all about and what makes it all worthwhile. Well done Mike. Ron, on the other
hand, seemed intent on concussing anything that moved with a huge gold head, (only joking
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During the months of May and June there were numerous different charity days for disadve
taged and disabled children but, regrettably, | was not able to attend them all. Our very o\
Brian Raw, who, along with his wife Sheelagh, superbly organised the two Sussex M

both to Scotland and to Wales in personal search of the adipose fin. Watch thls space
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be nice)!!

That was about it for the month and then the South of England show was upon us.

The South of England Show 2010
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(Saturday). | am pleased to report that the S&TA stand was very

('! well supported by members this year and it was fantastic to meet

v OET OA T &2 Ui 6 AO OEA OEI x OEAO ) EAAI

B i The three days of the show followed what seems to have become
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conditions of the first two days. | will extend the thanks of all pre-

sent to Brian Smart for providing us with a delicious (plastic) tin of

biscuits!! :

| TOLD YoU iT WAS HARD WORK!!!

The Environment Agency again supported the Branch very well by donzgs
ing three Greys GS2 fly rods as prizes, one for each day of the show. | ==
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one of the lucky prize winners. £y 7 !
On the first, albeit damp day, we introduced 20 partici
pants to fly fishing; on day two we increased our efforts
to include a further 24 participants;

Along came Saturday and it was into hyperdrive. A .
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our very own village bobby Geoff Bennet.

D

It was so busy that, at the end, after dis-

mantling the marquee and clearing up,

everyone decided that they were too tired to visit a local hostelryHow SAD wAS

THAT? Alan and | decided that we had better try to maintain our street credibility as
hard working and hard playing game anglers and spent an absolute fortune on two cans of beer and a glass of
lemonade. Perhaps the others were smart to go straight homaLL i ALL-IT WAS A BALLY
Thanks to everyone who helped to make the show such a resounding success.
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